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r S. Wing & Company was active until 1937.
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Simon Wing died December 17, 1910.
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* Southworth's movable back was patented on April 10,1855, Patent # 12,700. For details on Wing acquiring the

patent, see the articles by P. & B. Schultz and by M. Safier in the 2022 New England Journal of Photographic History
.available at https://www.magcloud.com/browse/magazine/876415
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Wing's first listing as a camera manufacturer appears
in the 1869 Charlestown city directory.
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When a photographer bought a Wing camera, he
also bought a territory for a number of miles around.
No other Wing cameras would be sold in the area for
as long as the purchaser remained in business. If the
photographer couldn't afford to buy the package
outright, Simon would set him up with a pay-as-you-
go program, with a percentage of the profits to be
returned to the company until the debt was paid off.
To facilitate this he supplied the studio with suitably
printed penny postcards which were to be filled out
and mailed back to Boston each evening.

In 1884 one of these operators was Fred C. Low,
proprietor of "Wing'’s Gallery” in Freemont, Ohio. He
wrote the following postcard to Simon regarding the
difficulties of transportation around the northern part
of the Buckeye State:

Hessville, Ohio, April 9,1883

| moved to this place today intending to go through to
Freemont if possible and about a mile and one half from
here | found one of my wheels giving out and | had hard
work to come on and will have to have aimost a new wheel.
The hub is all gone and will have to have new spokes as
they never use old ones again. The expenses were Tolls
.85 cts dinner for self and teamster and team .90 cts and
expenses for team of four horses $4.75. | expect to have
to remain here two weeks so the roads will be in condition
to go off the Pike through Lindsey. Now the road is awful
and | should have tried to have taken the body off the

running gear and rolled it through (bridge?).
Yours truly

Fred C. Low

Simon Wing designed, patented and produced all
of the paper mounts with their arched and oval open-
ings for tintypes, the tiny albums that took the minia-
ture "Gem" tintypes, and a host of other albums and
card mounts. The little tintypes became such a hit
that a number of other manufacturers soon offered
their own gem albums. Even so, as the sole supplier
to his franchisees, Mr. Wing was assured of a good,
steady income.

Now known as S. Wing & Co., Simon's establish-
ment conducted a great deal of business, as did most
others of the day, by mail, using penny postcards.
Several collections of these have survived, giving us
an insight into, not only the day-to-day workings of
the business, but also a glimpse into the personal
relationships between Simon, his wife Mary and their
three children: Anna, Harvey and Mary (whom ev-
eryone called May, probably to prevent confusion
with her mother's name). This correspondence shows
that Simon often spent weeks and months in lonely
midwest hotel rooms, brightened only by a weekly
postcard from home. During those times when Simon

was home and running the Charlestown factory, his
wife Mary would take their traveling photographic
"car” to nearby Ipswitch, where she and her teenage
daughter May would stay in a boarding house while
operating the mobile studio at the seaside resort.

Mary would return to run the Boston studio and
Harvey the factory, while Simon traveled as far away
as San Francisco to sell materials and franchises. As
mentioned earlier It's not clear just what the details
of these business arrangements were, but buying a
“territory"” apparently required the inclusion of Wing’s
name on the studio. In San Francisco there was Wing
and Allen; in Worchester it was Wing and Ellis. In
other cities all across the country however, from
Leadville to Grand Rapids, it was usually just "Wing’s
Gallery." Some of these, of course, may have been
outright purchases by Wing. In the collection there’s
even a "gem" tintype album with an engraving of the
Wing Multiplying Camera on it from Sydney, Aus-
tralia. | have no idea if Simon gave his famous per-
sonal service that far away.

Wing manufactured his cameras for nearly thirty
years with little change in their basic structure. Each
Wing Multiplying Camera consisted of a large,
hooded and hinged box containing two or three slots
for lensboard locations, a square, rubberized-cloth
bellows that remained out of sight until the box was
extended, and the famous Southworth patent multi-
plving back which employed a pair of brass knobs
with gears that engaged brass racks in both the cam-
era body and the plateholder. All this was positioned
on a large, flattened box with a hinged front door,
used for storage as well as a base for the camera.
Generally made from Mahogany with a pedestrian
shellac finish, they were solid and quite heawy, far
more so than other more normal studio cameras.

One of my most treasured of the Wing items from
this early period is a wonderful little Mahogany chest
with edge moldings matching exactly those on Wing's
personal camera, and with drawers stenciled with
notations like: 8 X 10 o (over?) 3 X 4-1/2,8 X 10 o
4-1/4 X6-1/4, and 10 X 12 0 6 X 8. It probably origi-
nally held "kits” used to adapt the various plate sizes
to the standard plate-holders, but it came with much
more fascinating treasures; parts and pieces of vari-
ous Wing cameras, wooden patterns for sand cast-
ings, and even a set of number stamps inscribed with
the S. Wing name. Now when | restore a camera |
use these to authentically restamp the serial number.

In 1887 things began to change. Simon’s son
Harvey was managing the company now, and the
decision was made to modify the stalwart old multi-
plying camera as well as bring on some completely

{Continued on page 30)
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Simon Wing died in 1910. The Charlestown factory
did not close until 1937.
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For an updated and expanded version of this list, see the 2022 New England Journal of Photographic History.
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